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WORLD'S FASTEST 25 MHz
386 MOTHERBOARD

- Landmark's SPEED Test Rated at 43.5 MHz

-1 or 2 MB Full Static RAM for Zero-Wait-States
- Optional 4/8/16 MB 32-bit DRAM Card

- Disk Cache and Print Spooling Software

- PC/XT (Baby AT) Form Factor

- Optional 80287, 80387 and Weitek

- LIM 4.0 and RAM Disk Utilities

- Made in U.S.A.

- 2-Year Parts & Labor Warranty

- No risk --100% money back guarantee

y
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Plu*Perfect Systems == World-Class Software

(272 Ted (@] oYU g Lo (=Y o | $75

Task-switching ZCPR34. Run 2 programs, cut/paste screen data. Use calculator,
notepad, screendump, directory in background. CP/M 2.2 only. Upgrade licensed
version for $20.

A5 TE5] = 3 o $69.95

Auto-install Z-System (ZCPR v 3.4). Dynamically change memory use.
Order Z3PLUS for CP/M Plus, or NZ-COM for CP/M 2.2.

8 L 0 $20

Z-System segment loader for ZRL and absolute files. (included with Z3PLUS and
NZ-COM)

ZSDOS ... e eee s eseese s nerenes $75, for ZRDOS users just $60

Built-in file DateStamping. Fast hard-disk warmboots. Menu-guided installation.
Enhanced time and date utilities. CP/M 2.2 only.

DT 011y S $30 - $45

Use MS-DOS disks without copying files. Subdirectories too. Kaypro
w/TurboRom, Kaypro w/KayPLUS, MD3, MD11, Xerox 820-1 w/Plus 2, ON!, C128
w/1571 -- $30. SB180 w/XBIOS -- $35. Kit -- $45. Kit requires assembly language
expertise and BIOS source code.

MULTICPY .ttt ms s r e st s s mem s s s amnces $45

Fast format and copy 90+ 5.25" disk formats. Use disks in foreign formats.
Includes DosDisk. Requires Kaypro w/TurboRom.

8= o 1 3 o $50

Fastest possible text search, even in LBR, squeezed, crunched files. Also output
to file or printer. Regular expressions. :

To order: Specify product, operating Plu*Perfect Systems
system, computer, 5 1/4" disk format. _ 410 23rd St.
Enclose check, adding $3 shipping ($5 Santa Monica, CA 90402

foreign) + 6.5% tax in CA. Enclose invoice
if upgrading BGii or ZRDOS.

BackGrounder ii ©, DosDisk ©, Z3PLUS ©, JetLDR ©, JetFind © Copyright 1986-88
by Bridger Mitchell.
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Editor’s Page

Industry Watch

The advanced sales bookings for the
semiconductor industry is an important
indication of future computer sales, and
the semi book-to-bill ratio has dropped
from 1.17 in May to 0.92 in October. A
ratio of less than 1.0 which means that
their current shipments are more than the
current new orders is very bad news for
the industry,

Advanced Micro Devices has announ-
ced that it will lay off 1,000 of its U.S.
staff out of a total of about 8,500. Entire
projects, design groups, and manufac-
turing projects will be chopped. This
follows an earlier layoff of 1,400 from
AMD’s Malaysian and Filipino assembly
work force.

National Semiconductor is forecasting
a significant operating loss for the current
quarter due to sharp sales declines because
of market softness. They have not an-
nounced layoffs, but that is the usual
reaction.

Intel has announced that softening
demand will enable Intel to satisfy the
demands for the *386 for the first time.

A British semiconductor market resear-
ch company, Semstat, states that the third
quarter demand was below forecast, and
that there are indications of a European
industry slowdown.

These, and other reports, mean that the
industry is in another of its roller coaster
cycles— and we don’t know where it will
bottom out. Less semi sales means that
the equipment builders are anticipating
lower sales, which means that someone is
going to be stuck with excess inventory,
which means that you may see distress
sales in the next 6 to 8 months. When
semiconductor chips are in short supply,
manufactures place inflated orders with
multiple vendors in an attempt to assure
themselves of a supply. When the
manufactures sales drop, and the chips
become readily available (often at a lower
price), the manufactures cancel all their
orders and pick up their needs from the
spot market. This causes a snowballing ef-
fect which is disastrous for the semi in-
dustry.

Watch for the opportunity to acquire
expansion RAM and memory intensive
products at much lower products. Also bg
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aware that marginal manufactures and
resellers will be wiped out. I’ve heard that
the PC demand has been met and that
sales are dropping, but I have not seen the
effects yet because of the long advertising
lead times. Watch the page counts for
Computer Shopper and the bloated PC
magazines very carefully. Don’t send
checks to marginal resellers who may be
gone before they ship your merchandise.
Pay the extra charge for COD, or take
other steps to assure that you will receive
what you pay for!

Recalcitrant Vendors

In view of the tightening personal com-
puter market, you would think that ven-
dors should be anxious to make
sales—but there are several major sof-
tware houses which refuse to allow people
to buy their products!

“Foreign companies
are taking over because
they are hungry and
provide what the
customer wants.”

A person who is developing embedded
controllers using 8 bit processors would
like to be able to include copies of the
language and development software for
system maintenance. . He contacted the
vendors, but they said that the 8 bit sof-
tware is obsolete and that they will not sell
it. He offered to reproduce the software
and manuals at his own expense, with.-a
statement that support is nq longer
available from the vendors, and pay the
vendors a license fee. They refused!

Apparently they feel that no one should
use 8 bit systems—even for embedded
controllers—and that they can’t be
bothered collecting license fees (with no
effort) from obsolete products.

This is another example of how
American industry is shooting it self in the
foot. Foreign companies are taking over
because they are hungry and will provide

1’

what the customers want to buy.
American companies sit back fat and lazy
while their ‘experts’ decide what they
want the customer to use.

The success of the foreign countries is
usually attributed to their low labor rates,
but now they are building plants in the
U.S. to build products using American
labor! Their success is primarily due to
good business planning and
management’s concern with what the
buyer wants—they can win even with
higher labor, material, and transportation
costs. American management has squan-
dered too much money on fancy cor-
porate offices with too many layers of
overpaid non-productive management,
while ignoring the customer and the
physical production facilities. Trade em-
bargoes and high import duties will only
force us to pay more for inferior produc-
ts. The rest of the world will advance
while we continue to produce outdated in-
ferior products and lose what little export
market we have left.

Foreign countries are progressing very
rapidly in programming and software
engineering, and we will lose our lead in
these fields too unless we wake up and pay
attention to what the customer wants to
buy!

DTP vs. Wordprocessing vs. Typography

Tom Hilton and I get into some very in-
teresting discussions about our writing
tools. We have different needs, and dif-
ferent preferences, so we seldom end up in
complete agreement. Lately, we have been
talking about the differences between
editors, wordprocessors, formatters, and
Desk Top Publishing programs.

As a writer I spend a lot of time at the
keyboard and I have definite ideas about
what | want in an editor. We have con-
tracted to enter a 75,000 word manuscript
(about 450,000 characters), and have two
more manuscripts waiting. That’s about a
million and a half characters to be entered
in the next few months! With this amount
of typing, I want a simple, friendly editor
which stays out of the way and lets me do
my job. There are several editors which
would be satisfactory, but I am using
WordStar 4.0 because I am familiar with

it. (Continued on page 26)
3







