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Editorial

By Chris McEwen

Some Things Never Change.

There [ was, sitting fat, dumb and happy. The screen was
blinking, the drives were working and I hadn’t trashed a file
for hours. Things were going my way. The telephone rang. It
was Art Carlson.

This was a surprise. Mind you, I've spoken to Art on
many occasions, but only when he wasn’t expecting my call.
I find Art to be a true resource of good advice. He may not
tell me what I want, but has always says what I need to hear.
You can see my surprise: students call teachers, not the other
way around.

Art related a conversation he and Jay Sage had the previ-
ous night. He was looking for someone to take the reins of
The Computer Journal. Jay mentioned my name. Would [ be
willing to be TCJs new publisher? By this time, | was no
longer sitting fat, dump and happy. I had gracefully fallen
off my chair!

What do you say to someone you truly admire, someone
you look to and think, “if I live to be a hundred, I’ll have
learned half that this man has already forgotten,” when he
asks if you will step in and take his place? “No! No, I can’t!”
This was just too much. Who can walk in Art’s shoes without
looking like a five year old mimicking his father? But Art
was serious; his health required that he take a break.

My mind was racing. Could I do it? No, truthfully, I can-
not. It was time for a telephone call of my own. Jay Sage is
another person who I look to for good advise. I told him of
Art’s call and my concerns.

If you’ve ever had a conversation with Jay, you know he
is a good listener. He heard me out and then calmly said,
“You won't do it alone. There is more to TCJ than one per-
son. It lives through the involvement of many: the authors,
the readers and the advertisers. Your question should be,
‘Can we do it?” And [ say, ‘We can!””

This started two weeks of turmoil. Could we do it? | de-
termined that if we could not assure two things that I would
not accept Art’s offer:

1. We must maintain the content quality. Art and Jay con-
vinced me we would and offered editorial assistance. The
articles are the product of the readers. This is TCJs tradi-
tional strength.

2. We must maintain the quality of the journal itself. One
of our readers, Bill Woodall, lives nearby. Bill is a publisher
as well as software developer and jumped right in to help. In
fact, Bill has already earned a place on the masthead.
Frankly, this issue would have never seen light of day with-
out his help. Thank you, Bill!

I have been reminded of the difference between a maga-
zine and a journal. A magazine is put out by the large staff of
a large corporation, serving a large number of people who

are called customers. A journal is written by its readership,
assembled and produced by a few and sent out to people
who are called friends.

So there you have it, friends. Art will be staying with us as
adviser and author. I look forward to his commentary on the
future of computing. But in the end, TCJis not Art and Art is
not TCJ. We—all of us—are TCJ and always have been.

Some things will never change.

Is Our Slip Showing?

You know, | always had great respect for Art. His insight
is on target so often that one wonders where he keeps the
crystal ball. But | never guessed the sheer work involved in
getting this rag put to bed! Critical readers will surely note
errors in layout and typesetting. It seems every time I look at
a page that | have been over a dozen times, another problem
jumps out at me. Your patience is appreciated. As they say,
practice makes perfect. In my case, maybe not perfect, but
surely things will settle down.

In the meantime, a few things have changed due to the
different equipment Art and 1 have. The body type is
changed from Bitstream Dutch to Adobe Palatino. Type pref-
erence is a very personal thing. | find Palatino a little more
open. We may see some other changes. It would be nice to
have some photographs of the projects described. And
maybe a shot of the authors. Maybe. Maybe not. Carson
Wilson looks decent, Jay Sage is okay. But it would be no
service to run my photo! Anyway, you be the judge. Per-
sonal, outrageous opinions are solicited.

The Family That Writes Together...

Art talks about “a time for change” in his “From The
Desk” column. Something I hope never changes is the quality
of articles our readers submit. Look through your back is-
sues. None of the articles you see were written by profes-
sional writers. So where does the quality come from? Com-
mitment! Whether it be to an operating system, language or
hardware platform, we are a particularly enthusiastic group.
It shows in what we write. I sincerely seek your guidance in
the direction of future issues. And the best way for you to
influence that direction is in your submissions.

How does one submit an article for publication? We are
educated, literate people here, so you need not write to the
“lowest common denominator” as so many editors would
have you do. At the same time, be sufficiently clear in your
explanations. If vou remember that your audience comes
from several computer disciplines and some may need terms
defined, then you should do fine. Seek your own writing
style. Some are folksy. Some are straight and to the point. But
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From The Desk...

And Now, a Word from Our Founder

By Art Carlson

A Time for Change

" I started TCJ almost eight years ago because other publi-
cations did not provide the information I needed. Many
things have changed during the ensuing period, but one
thing has remained constant—other publications still don’t
provide the necessary information. I have enjoyed publishing
TCJ, and have especially appreciated the many fine people
that I have contacted through TCJ. But, the past few years
have been a struggle due to my personal health problems,
and TCJ deserves more effort and energy than I can pro-
vide—it is time to get help.

I spent a lot of time thinking about the type of person who
could continue TCJ from its present base, and expand it
without ruining what we all have worked so hard to achieve.
It had to be someone who was interested in our areas of com-
puting, but who was also aware of the business aspects of
marketing and production. After talking to Jay Sage and oth-
ers, | contacted Chris McEwen. Chris is a Z-NODE sysop, has
a good understanding of printing and promotion, and had
just purchased a ‘386 system and a laser printer with the
intention of getting into the desk top publishing business.
Little did he know just how fast he would be in business!

Chris isn't going to have to do it by himself. No one
.could. We're all going to have to help, because TCJs one
great strength is the wide and varied viewpoint from many
different people. 1 need to take a short break to catch my
breath, but intend to continue writing for TCJ. I'll also be
available to answer questions, but Chris will make the deci-
sions.

I have several lists of long delayed hardware and software
projects and 1 am looking forward to being able to spend
more time at the bench and on programming. I'll write about
what I am doing, and Chris might publish some of it if he
feels that it will interest the readers. Along this line, Chris
needs to hear from you in order to know what you want. |
believe that he will be including a survey in one of the next
issues, but don’t wait for that if you have something to say.

everyone writes from a knowledge base that cannot be dupli-
cated.

Submit articles on either disk or as an upload to Socrates
Z-Node. Aim for an article length between 10k and 25k in
length in ASCII format. We can also handle data files from
most of the major word processing systems. But, please, do
not try to format the file except when necessary. Writing style
is your job; page layout and publication style is mine.

Continued Page 24
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His BBS will make it very easy for you to contact him—use it!

Most of my work will be on small hardware and software
projects involving microcontrollers, logic chips, linear de-
vices (transistors, A/D, etc.), LCD displays, motors, monitor
and debugging software, etc. Let Chris know if any of this
interests you.

More on Hard Drive Problems

I mentioned that [ had added a fan to a Seagate 225 drive
in an attempt to cure heat related problems. One of our read-
ers used another approach to solve his problems with a
Seagate 251.

The drive would work fine when it was first turned on,
but disk read errors would creep in after about a half hour.
Reformatting did not help. It obviously needed some
heatsinking.

On inspection he noticed one chip with lots of pins and a
heatsink. The engineers at Seagate cleverly use the ground
plane as a thermal path, but both it and the device face in
towards the drive! Not much help.

He carefully unsoldered the chip and bent the pins back-
wards, then mounted the device to the outside of the circuit
board, with a bona-fide aluminum heat sink. Of course this
causes the whole thing to protrude a bit, but there is plenty
of room in the cabinet. Since this change, he has had no
problems with the drive.

This is a good example of problem solving and hardware
hacking.

Harris RTX Dies

Harris has just completed an expensive promotional cam-
paign and contest for their RTX Forth chip. Now, they have
celebrated the contest by dropping the product line. It would
be very interesting to hear the inside information on their
reasons.

Embedded Controllers

We have a number of interesting articles in progress. Tim
McDonough is hard at work on an 8051 project incorporating
A/D conversion using the ADC0808, which he expects to
have ready for the next issue. Matthew Mercaldo (one of the
Harris RTX contest winners) is working on his stepper motor
series, and will be using the New Micros F68HC11 Forth
chip. It is likely that we will have an article on using power
MOSFETs as high-current drivers, and | will have something
as soon as | get things sorted out—after all, one of the pri-
mary reasons for this change is so that I can spend more time
on the bench and writing.

Contact Chris if you have any ideas about articles. *







