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Editorial

By Chris McEwen

Ah, where to begin? It has been a busy two months since
the last issue. I have received notes and calls from all over
complimenting us on the transition. Thank you all. If | owe
you a letter, please bear with me. It will take a while to put
everything in its place and calm things down. To add to mat-
ters, | was recently informed that I have been assigned to a
project team to revamp the MIS program company wide
where I work. Nothing like a new job to add to the confu-
sion!

There is one thing we seem to lack here at TCJ. There is
no place for letters from readers. Since I believe the job of the
editor is that of guiding the audiences’ attention from one
attraction to the next, rather than being an attraction himself,
there wouldn’t be much purpose in a Letters-to-the-Editor col-
umn. Instead, we will call it Reader-to-Reader. That has a nice
ring to it and it fairly represents the involvement subscribers
have in our directions here. Feel free to drop us a line. Mark
the envelope as “Attention: Reader-to-Reader.”

Practice What You Preach

When people I know get computers and ask for help, the
first thing I teach them is that there is nothing more impor-
tant than backing up your system on a regular basis. I prac-
tice this regularly on my bbs; every Saturday morning is de-
voted to a ritual of backing up the message system. The lack
of a good CP/M backup system keeps me from doing the
whole machine every week. Or should I say, what I thought
was a lack of a good system. In calling around the country, I
found that Roger Warren, sysop of Z-Node 9 in San Diego,
not only has devised a scheme but he has gone so far as to
modify the BIOS of his Ampro to speed the task by relocating
the directory tracks to the center of the floppy disk! Now,
that is getting serious. We will be hearing from Roger on this
scheme in the near future.

There is a more immediate reason I bring this topic up. I
found myself sitting at a dead MS-DOS machine the other
week. The beast ([ call her Amanda at better moments) had
held all the files for this issue just moments before. And then,
right at deadline, she decided to blow her file allocation
tables. From all we can put together, she took a power surge.
No problem for a fellow who preaches regular backups,
right? Uh, right. Well, this preacher is out looking for a tape
drive. This will happen just once.

The irony of this is that our lead article this issue regards
power protection. This is timely, with the spring thunder
storms coming along. Wendell Laidley questions whether to-
day’s devices might not divert the surge to the delicate data
lines through ground. Interesting. Were this to have hap-
pened, I would not have lost the FAT, I would have lost the
machine! Continuing on, he tells us that MOVs break down
in service but fail to give warning. Very nice. The surge pro-

tector | have Amanda hooked up to is ten years old. It was
the finest I could buy back then, and I certainly didn’t see the
need to throw it out. Perhaps 1 should think again.

By the way, I asked one of the major manufacturers of
powerline protection devices if they would want to submit
something to counter Wendell’s position. They declined.
Since this is an important topic, I open the door to other
perspectives.

Gotta Get a Fix!

Had some correspondence asking where one can go to get
CP/M gear fixed. This is becoming more of a problem. The
systems we use are getting up in years and there seems to be
fewer people who know their way around them. If you are
involved in repair of such equipment, let us know. But there
are bright spots as well. As you know, Advent stopped sell-
ing the TurboROM a while back. That was a crushing blow--
there is no single improvement a Kaypro owner can make
more important than putting in this ROM. Then, out of the
blue, a message was passed around the Z-Nodes. Seems
Chuck Stafford has obtained the rights to the ROM and has it
back in production. Better yet, the price has dropped to $35.
You can call Chuck at his home. The number is (916) 483-
0312. Or drop him a line at 4000 Norris Avenue, Sacramento,
CA 95821.

We’'re All Connected

Big news! A couple of special places have been established
on GEnie for TCJ readers. One, in the Forth SIG (page 710),
seems to have been there for a couple of years. It was put up
by readers. Art didn't know it was there! I discovered it by
accident one afternoon while exploring the system. And the
CP/M sysop, Bill Juliani, has established a TCJ SIG in his
area. This is category 15 on page 685. I am moderating and
you are cordially invited. I promise that I will make regular
visits to the Forth area as well. Meanwhile, if you are not a
GEnie subscriber, you might want to look at their advertise-
ment on the inside front cover. I printed out their index of
services in fine print one afternoon and it took some six
pages. More to the point, both the Forth Interest Group (FIG)
and the most active CP/M group of all the major services live
on this system.

Speaking of being all connected, we can look forward to
several articles in future issues on Fido-Net and usenet. Mark
Burrow of Houston, Texas, promises to talk about a new bbs
system for CP/M written in Modula-2 that interfaces quite
nicely with Fido-Net. And Andy Meyer of Dunellen, New
Jersey was a beta tester for David Goodenough’s uucp sys-
tem. He will tell us of the CP/M usenet tools. With luck, we
will see one or both in the next issue.

continued page 40
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