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Now $4.” Stops The Clock
On Over

100 GEnie Services

For the first time ever, enjoy
unlimited non-prime time* usage of
many popular GEnieS™ Service fea-
tures. For just $4.95 a month.
Choose from over 100 valuable serv-
ices including everything from elec-
tronic mail and stock closings to ex-
citing games and bulletin boards.
Nobody else gives you so much for
so little.

You can also enjoy access to a
wide variety of features like software
libraries, computer bulletin boards,
‘multi-player games, Newsbytes, and
the Computer Assisted Learning
Center (CALC) for just $6.00 per
non-prime hour for all baud rates
including 2400. That's less than
half of what some other services
charge. Plus with GEnie there's no

TCJ readers are invited to join us in the CP/M
SIG on page 685 and the Forth Interest Group
SIG on page 710. Meet the authors and editors
of The Computer Journall Enter “M 710" to join
the FIG group and “M 685" to join the CP/M and

Z-System group.

We'll meet you there!

sign-up fee.

Now GEnie not only gives you
the information and fun you're look-
ing for. But the time to enjoy them,
too.

Follow these simple steps.

1. Set your modem for half duplex
(local echo), at 300, 1200 or 2400
baud.

2. Dial toll free 1-800-638-8369.
Upon connection, enter HHH.
3. At the U#=prompt,
XTX99486,GENIE then press
TURN

4. Have a major credit card or your
checking account number ready.

For more information in the
U.S. or Canada, call us voice at
1-800-638-9636.

enter
RE-
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JUST $4.95

Moneyback

Guarantee

Sign up now. If you're
not satisfied after using
GEnie for one month

Qe’ll refund your $4.95J

*Applies only in U.8. Mon.-Frl,, 6PM-8AM local time and all day Sat, Sun., and select holidays, Prime time hourly rates §18 up to 2400 baud. Some features subject to surcharge and may not be

avallable outside U.' , Prices and products listed as of Oct.1, 1080 subject to change.

. Telecommunications surcharges may apply. Guarantea (imited to one per customer and applies only to first

morth of use. GE Information Services, GEnie, 401 N. Washington Strest, Reckville, MD 20850, © 1891 General Elsctric Company.
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Editor’s Desk

By Chris McEwen

Don’t You Love Euphemisms?

These are lean times. You have heard that companies need
to do more with less. This is a euphemism for giving more
work to fewer people and aptly describes the office | occupy
during my “other life.” [ spent the months of July through
October out of town, with just a few weeks interspersed here
and there..

This is both an explanation for my delay in getting this
issue to you and its smaller size. | had grown fond of the
sixty-four page format, enough so that [ intend to return to it.
But for now, we must suffice at forty-eight pages. We can
hardly do more with fewer people; I am the entire
production staff! | am back now, and things are returning to

ded control applications as vending machines have never
been approached, what other markets has the Forth world
ignored?

There is an ongoing discussion over the Internet about
Forth’s saleability. Emotions run high over the value of ANSI
standards, the lack of function libraries and incompatibilities
between different Forth systems. Shucks, all this is meaning-
less drivel if no one calls the client!

Other Worlds

I have mentioned the Internet, Fidonet, GEnie and other
forms of digital telecommuncations several times over the

normal — or what passes for such in
these parts..

No One Called the Client

I spent the last few months working
on everything but computers — at least
what the world thinks of as computers.
I spent a week at the National Auto-
matic Merchants’ Association trade
show in Chicago in early October.
That's vending machines, nickel-rob-
bers for the uninitiated. These days, the
machines will gladly relieve you of
your dollar bills. Five-spot robbers are
just around the corner.

In looking at the new wonders of
the vending machine world, 1 found
myself speaking to the vice president
of engineering of a leading manufac-
turer. Curiosity got the best of me and |
had to ask, “What processor do you
use to control these things?” The an-
swer was no surprise: Motorola
68HC11’s. And what do they program
in? “C, of course.”

Of course.

Here we have folks producing
equipment that is made-to-order for
Forth and they are using C. This is not
unusual. You hear it everyday. But the
reason Forth was not considered
floored me. A Forth vendor had never
approached them, and they had no
idea what it could offer.

If manufacturers of classic embed-

See Editor, page 26

b —

Reader-to-Reader

I have a suggestion. To help me lo-
cate the proper issue number when the
TCJ% are in a bookshelf, I've taken to
marking the issue number on the spine
in quite large numbers centered 3 1/2"
from the top. The orientation is side-
ways (if the issue was lying flat on the
table with the spine toward you, front
cover up, the issue number would be
right side up). The digits are about 3/
8" high and, since they wrap around
both sides of the spine, they visually
reduce to an apparent and still read-
able 3/16" high or so. You might con-
sider adding an issue number to your
cover in a similar format for easier ref-
erence.

T.H. Los Gatos, CA

Most magazines employ “perfect bind-
ing” where the pages are glued to a
backplane to accomplish what you want.
decided against this for two reasons: the

pages will not lay flat with the book open,
making it more difficult to copy listings
and the binding cost is much higher. TCJ
1s a hold-out in publishing source code,
and we run on a very tight budget, so per-
fect binding was ruled out.—Ed.

I am a long-distance member of
Morrow Atlanta Users Group and re-
ceive their Mor-Atlanta News, where |
read your introduction to TCJ. | am
not sure if your “free issue” offer will
extend to chaps like me sitting under
palm trees in the South Pacific! I have
enclosed my last remaining US $1.00
note to cover reply postage.

P.D., Rotorua New Zealand

I spent your dollar at the post office
mailing off your first copy for a trial sub-
scription. When you get the invoice, just
deduct the dollar you already sent.

See Reader, page 30

Letters to the editor and other readers are welcome. Submit to The Computer Journal,
Post Office Box 12, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-0012. Letters may also be electronically
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Socrates Z-Node at (908) 754-9067. Submission implies persmission to publish your etter
unless otherwise stated. Letters may be edited as necessary.
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