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Editor’s Desk

By Chris McEwen

Ten Years of ZCPR

The lead article this issue commemorates the tenth
anniversary of the release of ZCPR to the public domain. This
event is more significant than it may seem. ZCPR, the first
building block of what we today call Z-System, represents a
monumental contribution to public domain programming.
To this day, I know of no other project more ambitious.

ZCPR is an essential element of an operating system. Few
operating systems have been released in this way. It was
developed to improve and replace the product of a major
corporation. It is always used by licensees of the commercial
version who use it in preference. In comparison, Minix was
developed to provide an educational sample, a limited model
of a more powerful system for those
who lacked the full system.

human spirit. May our next ten years be as good as our first!
Bridger’s Back.

Bridger Mitchell returns with his Advanced CP/M column
this issue! This is big news!

Bridger joined forces with Derek McKay to form
Plu*Perfect Systems in 1985. Their first product was an
upgrade to Perfect Writer. They wrote the Kaypro
TurboROM, which became a Must Have upgrade for Kaypro
owners and was the beginning of Bridger’s work in fixing
hurting operating systems.

The two next wrote Backgrounder which allowed users to

See Editor, page 34

h

ZCPR stands as a monument to
cooperation and teamwork. It was first
released through the Amateur
Computer Group of New Jersey
(ACGN]J), one of the world’s largest
and most prestigious user groups.
Work today continues through the joint
efforts of people who gather
electronically on Z-Nodes and on
computer networks around the world.
While this community has its elders as
any would, it remains a grassroots
movement. It has never been the
domain of lone wolves.

Work on ZCPR continues after a
decade. This is an eternity in the world
of micro computers! To put this is
perspective, the Altair was introduced
in 1976. If we consider that event the
beginning of recorded history for this
industry, then 1982 would equate to
the time of Moses! Yet ZCPR continues
as a viable, useful system.

I asked Jay Sage if he would do the
honors for us. We know Jay as the
author of ZCPR versions 3.3 and 3.4,
and the TCJ series on ZCPR that has
continued uninterrupted since 1987. He
has been a mover and shaker in this
community nearly from the beginning,
His bulletin board system is Z-Node
#3, from a universe that at its height
was over 70.

Join us in this celebration of the

Reader-to-Reader

In issue 53, a reader from Bonn,
Germany refers to a rumored way to
add a SCSI controller to a Z80 system
by unplugging the CPU and installing
an adapter card. This is probably a
reference to a product sold by Emerald
Microware somewhere in Oregon; they
used to advertise in Micro Cornucopia,
but I don’t seem to have any issues
handy.

The product that they sell is a
connection to the WD1002-05 ST506
hard disk controller. Although this
controller is generally believed to be
either SASI or SCS], this is not the case;
it is just a simple 8-bit interface
involving 3 address lines, 8 data lines,
a Chip Select, Read, and Write. The
module in question decodes the
address for the WD1002-05 and places
the stuff needed by that controller onto

a connector that can be cabled over to
the WD1002-05. In addition to this
module, Emerald Microware also sells
the WD1002-05, software to control it,
spare parts for Kaypros, and lots of
other nifty stuff.

[ have purchased this module and a
WD1002-05, but their NorthStar format
and mine disagree on the interleave of
the disk so I have not had any
experience with their software. |
intended to write my own BIOS for the
thing anyway, so it’s no biggie. Just
haven’t gotten around to it. I have
done enough to know that the module
is correctly communicating with the
WD1002-05, however.

By the way, no one at Western
Digital remembers the WD1002-05, so
don't call them and ask about it. It also

See Reader, page 44
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