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Editor’s Desk

By Chris McEwen

-By necessity, my column in this issue is going to be very brief.
My health has not been good the last few months and L have spent
several weeks in the hospital. As a result, we have skipped the
March/ April issue and gone straight to May/June. You will not
lose an issue from your subscription, however, as the expirations
are set to issue number, not month.

Inthe meantime, please pardon me if the magazineis not right
on time over the next few months. It will take some time for my
health to fully recover. Your understanding is appreciated.

A new authorjoins us. Walter Rottenkolber discusses the cyclic

redundancy check and gives us Forth code forit. We alsowelcome
back Frank Sergeant with his Bumbling Mathematician.

Matt Mercaldo opens a topic we haven’t covered in a while:
fuzzy logic. I hope to see more on this. Lee Hart has expressed a
desire to write more on it.

Add in Paul Chidley’s work with the Z180 YASBEC and his
new column Hardware Hacker, Roger Warren's work with the
NZCOM virtual BIOS, Wayne Sung’s discussion of IPalong with
Bill Kibler, Jay Sage, Rick Rodman and Bill Tishey and I'd say we
have a pretty good way to spend a few evenings. Enjoy!®

Reader-to-Reader

I noticed afew things in my 6809 assembler article that should
be corrected:
a) The table of valid indexed addressing modes (p.8, first

column) shows “,—" as the “autodecrement by 2” mode
indicator; it should be “,--" (two minus signs). I think this
happened at your end.

b) The Forth fragment on page 12, for the word CODE, should
- read caeate  HERE DUP 2- 1. The DUP was omitted from the
article.
¢) You neglected to mention that the source code for the
assembler is available on GEnie’s Forth Roundtable as
6809ASM.ZIP. (Tsk, tsk...shame on you.)
Also, here is an update on the Super8 article:

WAKE-UP:

The transmit wake-up bit works differently onrev 0and rev A
parts. The difference appears to be when the selected wake-up
value—asselected inbit 0of the UART Mode A (UMA) register—
is latched for transmit. It seems that the rev 0 parts have a 9-bit
transmit shift register, but only an 8-bit Transmit Holding register,
sothe transmitted wake-upbit depends on the value of the UMA
bit0_when_the_byte_is moved_from_the_holding_register to_
the__shift_register . Therev A partsseem to havea 9-bit Transmit
Holding Register, so the transmitted wake-up bit depends on the
valueof UMADit0_when_the byte_is written_to_the_Transmit_
_Holding_register (UIO). In other words, in the rev A parts you
must set UMA bit Obefore writing the character to UIO; in the rev
0 parts you must do likewise, but you must also leave UMA bit 0
set until the Transmit Buffer Empty signal becomes active.

the Forth Interest Group Roundtable software libraries on GEnie. And
hereisthebio paragraphthat wedidn't et to run on your Super8article:

Doug Fleenor is a microcomputer hardware & software specialist
serving the entertainment industry. He left the security of full time
employment in September 1990 to join the ranks of struggling (but
happy) independents. Doug’s current processor of choice is the Zilog
Super8, because “it does everything I need...for now”. His extensive
work on lighting control multiplex systems eamed him the nickname
Dr. Mux, which heacceptedin “yankeedoodle” style: he has been known
towearadoctor’s lab coat to industry trade shows, with an oscilloscope
probe around his neck. Doug can be reached at Doug Fleenor Design,
396 Corbett Canyon Rd., Arroyo Grande, CA 93420.

Brad Rodriguez is another veteran of the entertainment lighting
industry, whose infatuation with Forth and Forth-supporting proces-
sors is well known. Brad was introduced to the Zilog Super8 by Doug
Fleenor in 1987, and has been enamored of it ever since. Currently Brad
is putting thefinishing touches on a commercial Super8 Forth compiler,
and also on a Super8-based multiprocessor lighting control system. He
prefers to be contacted as BRODRIGUEZ2 on GEnie, but will accept
email as bradford@maccs.dcss.mcmaster.ca on the Internet, or paper
mail at T-Recursive Technology, 221 King St. E., Suite 32, Hamilton,
Ontario L8N 1B5 Canada.

Brad and Doug have collaborated on several Super8-based projects,
among them the Teatronics Producer 11+, Quantum, Comstar, MD2388,
and Echelon. Between them, Brad and Doug claim to have used every
function and feature of the Zilog Super8.@®

—Brad Rodriguez

Thanks for the note, Brad. You'reright, the
source for the 6809 assembler is available in

Letters to the editor and other readers are welcome. Submit to The Computer Journal, P.O.
Box 12, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-0012. Letters may also be electronically submitted via
GEnie™ to “TCJ$". Submission implies permission to publish your letter unless otherwise
stated. Letters may be edited as necessary.
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